
Year 7 TurnberriesSculpture Project
The Team

Artist: Karen Hilliard

Students: Joe Screen, Evan Lessels, Robin Pickering and GemmaLuscombe, James Stuart, Brandon Bishop, Amy Selway, Bradley 
Sargent, James Ashley, Nathan Elliott and Katie Allen.

in February TurnberriesCommunity Centre contacted The Castle School to ask if we could produce a sculpture to be sited at the 
entrance to their building.As the site used to be the old Thornbury Market we contacted Meg Wise at Thornbury Museum to find out 

more about the history.Meg provided us with some amazing photographs of Thornbury market dating back to when the market was on
the high street.This gave us the idea to produce a sculpture which was related to the animals sold at the market.

We then contacted a local sculptor from Uley, Karen Hilliard who works with clay and has previously worked on large group, 
architecturalsculptures, and witheleven Year 7 students we started the project.After a farm visit to draw and photograph theanimals 

the students, with Karen's guidance decided to build a large family of sheep.This is where the fun began!A local brick company, 
Ibstockat Cattybrookin Almondsburydonated 2 palettes of wet, clay bricks, which, with the help of Mr W. Grey from HacketFarm were 

fork lifted into The Octagon gallery where the sculpture has been constructed brick by brick.

Karen and the students then shaped, carved and mouldedthe features and details of a ram, 2 sheep and a lamb.They also included lots 
of tiny details of all the wildlife you would find in the grass where the sheep are grazing. 

It took nine days of solid work to complete the larger than life sculpture.Other students and members of the public have flocked (!) to 
see the change from a large block of bricks into an amazing,figurative sculpture.The intriguing process and technique which Karen has 

used with the students meant that the sculpture was thendismantled, brick by brick and taken back to Ibstockto be fired. It will be 
recreated and installed at the entrance to TurnberriesCommunity Centre with a grand ceremony in the autumn.

A huge thanks goes to Karen Hilliard, Ibstock, Mr W Grey, Turnberriesand Thornbury Museum without whom this project could not 
have happened.The fascinating photographs of Thornburyshowing the town's market history will be on display along with photosof 

the projectin The Octagon gallery until the 20th July.
















